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A former cashier and director of a Missouri 
bank embezzled $24,000. He made full restitu- 
tion, but the judge gave him two years, saying: 

If a man risks his life holding up a bank, 
nobody comes forward to speak a good 
word for him when he is captured. He is 
branded a criminal. But a man of good 
reputation can take money from the inside 
and then people come forward to ask that 
he not be punished. I can’t place this man 
on probation. 

Harsh? Unreasonable? Maybe so. But there 
is good reason to believe that embezzlement 
from within is more serious than robbery from 
without. 

The cashier of a bank has in his trust the 
community’s money. He doesn’t risk his life if 
he chooses to take a little of it every day. 
Worse, he poses as a guardian when he is 
actually something else. 

The cashier will get another chance two 
years from now. Society owes him that chance. 
But society deserves protection, too, against 
embezzlement. 

—editorial from Dallas News 





